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MEDIA RELEASE  •  COMMUNIQUE AUX MEDIAS  •  MEDIENMITTEILUNG 
 
Nature recognizes discovery of new class of parasiticide 
 
• The discovery by Novartis Animal Health of the Amino Acetonitrile Derivative (AAD) 

class was today hailed by leading specialists as a cause of great promise, excitement 
and hope following publication in the journal Nature 

 
Basel, Switzerland, March 13, 2008 – Following the release today of landmark research 
data in Nature, international experts from the world of parasitology acclaimed a new class 
of anthelmintics from Novartis Animal Health as a major scientific advance. The article 
reports the results of what Professor Timothy Geary, Canada Research Chair and Director 
of the Institute of Parasitology, McGill University, Quebec, Canada, described as a 
‘textbook case of modern anthelmintic discovery’. The data include details of the activity, 
shown in trials thus far, of AADs against all sheep and cattle gastro-intestinal nematodes, 
including those resistant to existing treatments. 
 
Professor Geary spoke of the publication: “The appearance of this paper in Nature reflects 
the global importance of the discovery of the AADs. These data show great promise and 
are exciting news for all those interested in livestock parasite control. They represent a 
major advance for parasitology, offering hope for a future in which such novel 
anthelmintics allow us to once more control parasitic worms, including those for which 
existing anthelmintics are no longer effective.” 
 
The development of the AAD class is another example of Novartis Animal Health’s 
commitment to meeting the needs of its customers. Dr Ronald Kaminsky, Head of 
Parasitology at Novartis Animal Health, and lead author of the paper, said: “The research 
team is delighted to see this paper, with its encouraging results, being recognized by the 
scientific community. This discovery will further stimulate our ongoing development 
program, in particular our investigations into the apparent resistance breaking nature of 
the AADs due to their novel mode of action. Thanks to the dedication and continuing 
efforts of our R&D staff we have already identified the first of the AADs that we hope to 
commercialize, and are hoping to bring it to market as quickly as possible, subject to 
regulatory approval.” 
 
The AADs have already been widely proclaimed by many experts as a significant step 
forward in livestock farming since first coming to public attention in August 2007. “In an 
industry already under significant pressure from anthelmintic resistance, the AADs have the 
potential to revolutionize parasite management” according to Dr Frank Jackson from The 
Moredun Research Institute, Edinburgh, Scotland. The AADs would become the first new 
anthelmintic class available for use in livestock in nearly 30 years if they successfully reach 
the market. No medicine from this class of chemistry currently has a marketing 
authorization.  
 
The results outlined in the article are believed to be linked to the advanced mode of action 
of the AADs, which has been elucidated in a unique partnership between Novartis Animal 
Health, Cambria Bioscience, the University of Bern and the Central Veterinary Laboratory 
of Côte D’Ivoire.  
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Dr. Peter Wells, Global Head of Research & Development for the Animal Health business 
of Novartis welcomed the article: “This publication, like the development of the AADs, is 
another example of the quality and success of the world-class research and development 
being undertaken by Novartis Animal Health. It stands testament to the hard work and 
commitment of everyone at Novartis Animal Health to address the problems faced by our 
customers, and we look forward to being able to share further information with you on the 
continuing development of this class. As my colleague Dr Kaminsky indicated in his article, 
hopefully, today we are one step closer to dealing with the problem of parasite resistance in 
livestock.” 
 
Disclaimer 
This release contains certain forward-looking statements relating to Novartis’ business, 
which can be identified by the use of forward-looking terminology such as “promising,” 
“potentially,” “potential,” “estimates,” “could,” “suspect,” “hope,” “may,” “should,” 
“committed,” “progressing,” “look forward,” “subject to regulatory approval,” or similar 
expressions or by express or implied discussions regarding potential future approvals for 
AAD class compounds or regarding potential future revenues from AAD class compounds. 
Such forward-looking statements reflect the current views of Novartis regarding future 
events, and involve known and unknown risks, uncertainties and other factors that may 
cause actual research results in the AAD class to be materially different from any future 
results, performance or achievements expressed or implied by such statements. There can 
be no guarantee that any AAD class compound will be approved for any indications or 
labelling in any market. Nor can there be any guarantee that any AAD compound will 
achieve any future revenues. In particular, management’s expectations regarding AAD 
compounds could be affected by, among other things, unexpected additional research or 
field trial results; unexpected regulatory actions or delays or government regulation 
generally; Novartis’ ability to obtain or maintain patent or other proprietary intellectual 
property protection; competition in general; government, industry and general public 
pricing pressures, and other risks and factors referred to in Novartis AG’s current Form 
20-F on file with the US Securities and Exchange Commission. Should one or more of these 
risks or uncertainties materialize, or should underlying assumptions prove incorrect, actual 
results may vary materially from those anticipated, believed, estimated or expected. 
Novartis is providing the information in this press release as of this date and does not 
undertake any obligation to update any forward-looking statements contained in this press 
release as a result of new information, future events or otherwise. 
 
About Novartis  
Novartis Animal Health researches, develops and commercializes leading animal 
treatments that meet the needs of pet owners, farmers and veterinarians. Headquartered in 
Basel, Switzerland and present in almost 40 countries, Novartis Animal Health employs 
about 2,700 people worldwide. For more information, please visit www.ah.novartis.com. 
 
Novartis AG provides healthcare solutions that address the evolving needs of patients and 
societies. Focused solely on growth areas in healthcare, Novartis offers a diversified 
portfolio to best meet these needs: innovative medicines, cost-saving generic 
pharmaceuticals, preventive vaccines and diagnostic tools, and consumer health products. 
Novartis is the only company with leading positions in these areas. In 2007, the Group’s 
continuing operations (excluding divestments in 2007) achieved net sales of USD 38.1 
billion and net income of USD 6.5 billion. Approximately USD 6.4 billion was invested in 
R&D activities throughout the Group. Headquartered in Basel, Switzerland, Novartis 
Group companies employ approximately 98,200 full-time associates and operate in over 
140 countries around the world. For more information, please visit www.novartis.com. 
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